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Capturing the lively modernist milieu of Kenneth Burke’s early career in Greenwich Village, where Burke
arrived in 1915 fresh from high school in Pittsburgh, this book discovers him as an intellectual apprentice
conversing with “the moderns.” Burke found himself in the midst of an avant-garde peopled by Malcolm
Cowley, Marianne Moore, Jean Toomer, Katherine Anne Porter, William Carlos Williams, Allen Tate, Hart
Crane, Alfred Stieglitz, and a host of other fascinating figures.
    Burke himself, who died in 1993 at the age of 96, has been hailed as America’s most brilliant and
suggestive critic and the most significant theorist of rhetoric since Cicero. Many schools of thought have
claimed him as their own, but Burke has defied classification and indeed has often been considered a
solitary, eccentric genius immune to intellectual fashions. But Burke’s formative work of the 1920s, when he
first defined himself and his work in the context of the modernist conversation, has gone relatively
unexamined.
    Here we see Burke living and working with the crowd of poets, painters, and dramatists affiliated with
Others magazine, Stieglitz’s “291” gallery, and Eugene O’Neill’s Provincetown Players; the leftists
associated with the magazines The Masses and Seven Arts; the Dadaists; and the modernist writers working
on literary journals like The Dial, where Burke in his capacity as an associate editor saw T. S. Eliot’s “The
Wasteland” into print for the first time and provided other editorial services for Thomas Mann, e.e.
cummings, Ezra Pound, and many other writers of note. Burke also met the iconoclasts of the older
generation represented by Theodore Dreiser and H. L. Mencken, the New Humanists, and the literary
nationalists who founded Contact and The New Republic. Jack Selzer shows how Burke’s own early poems,
fiction, and essays emerged from and contributed to the modernist conversation in Greenwich Village. He
draws on a wonderfully rich array of letters between Burke and his modernist friends and on the memoirs of
his associates to create a vibrant portrait of the young Burke’s transformation from aesthete to social critic.
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From reader reviews:

Joshua Mendez:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or read a book called Kenneth Burke in Greenwich
Village: Conversing with the Moderns, 1915–1931 (Wisconsin Project on American Writers)? Maybe it is
for being best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's
book, you can better than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have some other opinion?

Diana Brunswick:

As people who live in the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or details even knowledge to
make these keep up with the era that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe will certainly
update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to you is
you don't know what type you should start with. This Kenneth Burke in Greenwich Village: Conversing with
the Moderns, 1915–1931 (Wisconsin Project on American Writers) is our recommendation to help you keep
up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Sonia Cote:

The particular book Kenneth Burke in Greenwich Village: Conversing with the Moderns, 1915–1931
(Wisconsin Project on American Writers) will bring you to the new experience of reading some sort of book.
The author style to describe the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to see, this book very
appropriate to you. The book Kenneth Burke in Greenwich Village: Conversing with the Moderns,
1915–1931 (Wisconsin Project on American Writers) is much recommended to you to see. You can also get
the e-book in the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Jonathan Rodriguez:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make anyone to
understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information much easier to share.
You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You can see
that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that recommended for your
requirements is Kenneth Burke in Greenwich Village: Conversing with the Moderns, 1915–1931 (Wisconsin
Project on American Writers) this book consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now.
This book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer use for
explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some investigation when he makes this book. This is
why this book ideal all of you.
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