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Held on June 22, 1938, in Yankee Stadium, the second Louis-Schmeling fight sparked excitement around the
globe. For all its length--the fight lasted but two minutes--it remains one of the most memorable events in
boxing history and, indeed, one of the most significant sporting events ever.

In this superb account, Lewis A. Erenberg offers a vivid portrait of Joe Louis, Max Schmeling, their
individual
careers, and their two epic fights, shedding light on what these fighters represented to their nations, and why
their
second bout took on such international importance. Erenberg shows how in the first fight Schmeling shocked
everyone with a dramatic twelfth-round knockout of Louis, becoming a German national hero and a
(unwilling) symbol of Aryan superiority. In fact, the second fight was seen around the world in symbolic
terms--as a match between Nazism and American democracy. Erenberg discusses how Louis' dramatic first-
round victory was a devastating blow to Hitler, who turned on Schmeling and, during the war, had the boxer
(then
serving as a paratrooper) sent on a series of dangerous missions. Louis, meanwhile, went from being a hero
of his race--"Our Joe"--to the first black champion embraced by all Americans, black and white, an important
step forward in United States race relations. Erenberg also describes how, after the war, the two boxers
became symbols of German-American reconciliation. With Schmeling as a Coca Cola executive, and Louis
down on his luck, the former foes became friends, and when Louis died, Schmeling helped pay for his
funeral.

Here then is a stirring and insightful account of one of the great moments in boxing history, a confrontation
that provided global theater on an epic scale.
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From reader reviews:

Kate Word:

This The Greatest Fight of Our Generation: Louis vs. Schmeling usually are reliable for you who want to be
described as a successful person, why. The main reason of this The Greatest Fight of Our Generation: Louis
vs. Schmeling can be one of many great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple
looking at food but feed an individual with information that might be will shock your prior knowledge. This
book is actually handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions at e-book and
printed types. Beside that this The Greatest Fight of Our Generation: Louis vs. Schmeling forcing you to
have an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that
could it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Caleb Hutto:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different
to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book could be option to fill your no cost time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to try
look for book, may be the book untitled The Greatest Fight of Our Generation: Louis vs. Schmeling can be
excellent book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Benjamin Nation:

Reading a book being new life style in this year; every people loves to read a book. When you go through a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what types
of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your analysis, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and also
soon. The The Greatest Fight of Our Generation: Louis vs. Schmeling will give you new experience in
examining a book.

Sherri Ellison:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Typically the book
that recommended to your account is The Greatest Fight of Our Generation: Louis vs. Schmeling this book
consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. That book was represented how can the
world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The writer



made some exploration when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book suited all of you.
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