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With this important new book, Susan Suleiman lays the foundation for a postmodern feminist poetics and
theory of the avant-garde. She shows how the figure of Woman, as fantasy, myth, or metaphor, has
functioned in the work of male avant-garde writers and artists of this century. Focusing also on women's
avant-garde artistic practices, Suleiman demonstrates how to read difficult modern works in a way that
reveals their political as well as their aesthetic impact.

Suleiman directly addresses the subversive intent of avant-garde movements from Surrealism to
postmodernism. Through her detailed readings of provocatively transgressive works by André Breton,
Georges Bataille, Roland Barthes, Alain Robbe-Grillet, Marcel Duchamp, Max Ernst, and others, Suleiman
demonstrates the central role of the female body in the male erotic imagination and illuminates the extent to
which masculinist assumptions have influenced modern art and theory. By examining the work of
contemporary women avantgarde artists and theorists--including Hélène Cixous, Marguerite Duras, Monique
Wittig, Luce Irigaray, Angela Carter, Jeanette Winterson, Leonora Carrington, Barbara Kruger, Jenny
Holzer, and Cindy Sherman--Suleiman shows the political power of feminist critiques of patriarchal
ideology, and especially emphasizes the power of feminist humor and parody.

Central to Suleiman's revisionary theory of the avant-garde is the figure of the playful, laughing mother. True
to the radically irreverent spirit of the historical avant-gardes and their postmodernist successors, Suleiman's
laughing mother embodies the need for a link between symbolic innovation and political and social change.
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From reader reviews:

James Crow:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As it is known to
us that book is very important for all of us. The book Subversive Intent: Gender, Politics, and the Avant-
Garde has been making you to know about other information and of course you can take more information. It
doesn't matter what advantages for you. The book Subversive Intent: Gender, Politics, and the Avant-Garde
is not only giving you more new information but also to get your friend when you truly feel bored. You can
spend your current spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship using the book Subversive Intent:
Gender, Politics, and the Avant-Garde. You never sense lose out for everything if you read some books.

Mary Infante:

The knowledge that you get from Subversive Intent: Gender, Politics, and the Avant-Garde will be the more
deep you rooting the information that hide inside words the more you get considering reading it. It does not
mean that this book is hard to understand but Subversive Intent: Gender, Politics, and the Avant-Garde
giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in specific way that can be
understood simply by anyone who read the item because the author of this e-book is well-known enough.
That book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go
along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having that Subversive
Intent: Gender, Politics, and the Avant-Garde instantly.

Theresa Nash:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the concept Subversive Intent:
Gender, Politics, and the Avant-Garde suitable to you? Typically the book was written by well known writer
in this era. The book untitled Subversive Intent: Gender, Politics, and the Avant-Gardeis the main one of
several books in which everyone read now. This specific book was inspired many men and women in the
world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new age that you ever know prior to. The author
explained their idea in the simple way, so all of people can easily to understand the core of this reserve. This
book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of
the world on this book.

Theresa Collins:

Reading a book to be new life style in this yr; every people loves to study a book. When you examine a book
you can get a lots of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, since book has
a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you have
read. If you wish to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you act like
you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, as well as soon.
The Subversive Intent: Gender, Politics, and the Avant-Garde provide you with a new experience in reading



a book.
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