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Before France became France its territories included Occitania, roughly the present-day province of
Languedoc. The city of Narbonne was a center of Occitanian commerce and culture during the eleventh and
twelfth centuries. For most of the second half of the twelfth century, that city and its environs were ruled by
a remarkable woman, Ermengard, who negotiated her city's way through a maze of everchanging dynastic
alliances.

Fredric L. Cheyette's masterful and beautifully illustrated book is a biography of an extraordinary warrior
woman and of a unique, vulnerable, doomed society. Throughout her long reign, viscountess Ermengard
roamed Occitania receiving oaths of fidelity, negotiating treaties, settling disputes among the lords of her
lands, and camping with her armies before the walls of besieged cities. She was born into a world of politics
and warfare, but from the Mediterranean to the North Sea her name echoed in songs that treated the arts of
love.

The land between the Rhone and the Pyrenees was a delicately balanced world in which honor, dispute, and
the fragile communities of loyalty and family held a "stateless" society together. In Cheyette's prose there
rises before us a world we had not imagined, in which women were powerful lords, moving back and forth
across what we now call Spain, France, and Italy to play the harsh political games essential to the
preservation of their realms. But the region was also fertile ground for religious practices deemed heretical
by the Church. The attempt to eradicate them would spawn the Albigensian Crusade, which destroyed the
cosmopolitan world of Ermengard and the troubadours?the world that lives again in this book.
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From reader reviews:

Norberto Brody:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information these days can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is inside former life are challenging to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you have the
unstable resource then you understand it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you.
All of those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Ermengard of Narbonne and the World of the
Troubadours (Conjunctions of Religion and Power in the Medieval Past) as the daily resource information.

Mary Barker:

The actual book Ermengard of Narbonne and the World of the Troubadours (Conjunctions of Religion and
Power in the Medieval Past) has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of
profit. The book was published by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research just
before write this book. This particular book very easy to read you may get the point easily after perusing this
book.

Jimmy Martinez:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Ermengard of Narbonne and the World of the
Troubadours (Conjunctions of Religion and Power in the Medieval Past) guide written by well-known writer
whose to say well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written
within good manner for you, dripping every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your current hunger
then you still uncertainty Ermengard of Narbonne and the World of the Troubadours (Conjunctions of
Religion and Power in the Medieval Past) as good book not only by the cover but also through the content.
This is one e-book that can break don't evaluate book by its deal with, so do you still needing another sixth
sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already said so why you have to
listening to yet another sixth sense.

Stuart Perez:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got students? We believe that that question
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person similar to reading or as studying become their hobby. You should know that reading
is very important in addition to book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge,
except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update in relation to something by book.
Numerous books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is actually Ermengard of Narbonne and
the World of the Troubadours (Conjunctions of Religion and Power in the Medieval Past).
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