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At the turn of the millennium, Nepal was the world's last remaining Hindu kingdom. Even the most skeptical
of observers could hardly imagine that the institution of the monarchy could soon be in jeopardy. In 2001,
however, Nepal's popular King Birendra was killed in the royal palace. Though the crown passed to his
brother Gyanendra, the monarchy would never fully recover. Nepal witnessed an anti-king uprising in April
2006 and over the course of two years, an interim administration systematically took over all the king's
duties and privileges. Most decisively, beginning in the summer of 2007 the government began blocking the
king from participating in his many public rituals, sending the prime minister in his place instead.

Demoting Vishnu argues that Nepal's dramatic political transformation from monarchy to republic was
contested-and in key ways accomplished-through ritual performance. Mocko theorizes the role of public
ritual in producing Nepal's state ideology. She examines how royal ritual once authorized kings to serve as
the privileged apex of national governance and shows how in the twenty-first century those rituals stopped
serving the king and began instead to authorize rule by a party-based "head of state." By co-opting state
ritual, the king's opponents were able to attack the monarchy's social identity at its foundations, enabling the
final legal dissolution of kingship in 2008 to take place without physically harming the king himself. All
once-royal rituals continue to be performed, but now they are handled by the country's president-a position
created in 2008 to take over state ceremonial functions. Demoting Vishnu illustrates how upheaval in ritual
contexts undermined the institutional logic of the monarchy by demonstrating in very public ways that
kingship was contingent, opposable, and ultimately dispensable.
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From reader reviews:

Scott Halpin:

This Demoting Vishnu: Ritual, Politics, and the Unraveling of Nepal's Hindu Monarchy book is not ordinary
book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is
definitely information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper an
individual read a lot of information you will get. This specific Demoting Vishnu: Ritual, Politics, and the
Unraveling of Nepal's Hindu Monarchy without we know teach the one who reading it become critical in
considering and analyzing. Don't be worry Demoting Vishnu: Ritual, Politics, and the Unraveling of Nepal's
Hindu Monarchy can bring when you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' grow to be full
because you can have it within your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Demoting Vishnu: Ritual, Politics,
and the Unraveling of Nepal's Hindu Monarchy having great arrangement in word in addition to layout, so
you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

David Lau:

The publication untitled Demoting Vishnu: Ritual, Politics, and the Unraveling of Nepal's Hindu Monarchy
is the guide that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be
shown to you actually. The language that creator use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The author was did a lot of study when write the book, so the information that they share for
your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of Demoting Vishnu: Ritual, Politics,
and the Unraveling of Nepal's Hindu Monarchy from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Corey Mullen:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is different. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the top book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is
identified as of book Demoting Vishnu: Ritual, Politics, and the Unraveling of Nepal's Hindu Monarchy.
You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it might add your knowledge and
make anyone happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from
one destination to other place.

William Kirby:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is prepared or printed or created from each source this filled update of news. In this
modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social such as
newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just in search
of the Demoting Vishnu: Ritual, Politics, and the Unraveling of Nepal's Hindu Monarchy when you desired
it?
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