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Over the past century, new farming methods, feed additives, and social and economic structures have
radically transformed agriculture around the globe, often at the expense of human health. In Chickenizing
Farms and Food, Ellen K. Silbergeld reveals the unsafe world of chickenization?big agriculture’s top-down,
contract-based factory farming system?and its negative consequences for workers, consumers, and the
environment.

Drawing on her deep knowledge of and experience in environmental engineering and toxicology, Silbergeld
examines the complex history of the modern industrial food animal production industry and describes the
widespread effects of Arthur Perdue’s remarkable agricultural innovations, which were so important that the
US Department of Agriculture uses the term chickenization to cover the transformation of all farm animal
production. Silbergeld tells the real story of how antibiotics were first introduced into animal feeds in the
1940s, which has led to the emergence of multi-drug-resistant pathogens, such as MRSA. Along the way, she
talks with poultry growers, farmers, and slaughterhouse workers on the front lines of exposure, moving from
the Chesapeake Bay peninsula that gave birth to the modern livestock and poultry industry to North Carolina,
Brazil, and China.

Arguing that the agricultural industry is in desperate need of reform, the book searches through the fog of
illusion that obscures most of what has happened to agriculture in the twentieth century and untangles the
history of how laws, regulations, and policies have stripped government agencies of the power to protect
workers and consumers alike from occupational and food-borne hazards. Chickenizing Farms and Food also
explores the limits of some popular alternatives to industrial farming, including organic production, nonmeat
diets, locavorism, and small-scale agriculture. Silbergeld’s provocative but pragmatic call to action is
tempered by real challenges: how can we ensure a safe and accessible food system that can feed everyone,
including consumers in developing countries with new tastes for western diets, without hurting workers,
sickening consumers, and undermining some of our most powerful medicines?
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From reader reviews:

Martha Furman:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they are still students or it for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't need
do that. You must know how great and important the book Chickenizing Farms and Food: How Industrial
Meat Production Endangers Workers, Animals, and Consumers. All type of book would you see on many
sources. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Cassandra Rosas:

This book untitled Chickenizing Farms and Food: How Industrial Meat Production Endangers Workers,
Animals, and Consumers to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, honestly, that is because
when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy that book in the book
shop or you can order it through online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more
easily to read this book, since you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to
you personally to past this reserve from your list.

Maryann Warren:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their very own reader with their story
or their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the books. But also they write about the ability about
something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children, there
are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their ability in writing,
they also doing some research before they write to their book. One of them is this Chickenizing Farms and
Food: How Industrial Meat Production Endangers Workers, Animals, and Consumers.

Shelley Gavin:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. This specific Chickenizing Farms and Food: How Industrial
Meat Production Endangers Workers, Animals, and Consumers can give you a lot of pals because by you
taking a look at this one book you have thing that they don't and make a person more like an interesting
person. That book can be one of a step for you to get success. This book offer you information that possibly
your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than various other make you to be great people. So , why
hesitate? Let's have Chickenizing Farms and Food: How Industrial Meat Production Endangers Workers,
Animals, and Consumers.
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