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Archaeology has long since identified modern-day Swat (North-West Pakistan) with ancient Uddiyana,
known in the past as one of the most sacred lands of Buddhism. The landscape of Swat, indeed, still bears
conspicuous traces of this. The profusion and splendour of monuments, which one can still easily imagine
based on the ruins, and the luxuriant beauty of the surrounding scenery provide eloquent evidence of the
fascination this land held all over the ancient Buddhist world.

However, archaeology also reveals that in Swat, Buddhism was already on the wane before becoming
irrevocably overshadowed by Islam. Against this background, an apparent anomaly is represented by the
Buddhist rock sculptures that flourished in the country in the seventh to eighth centuries. Buddha and
bodhisattva figures started populating numerous paths leading to Buddhist sacred areas that in most cases
were already decayed if not abandoned. Due to their unusual features, poor preservation state and blurred
cultural context, these sculptures have long remained almost ignored or at least underestimated.

In fact, analytical study -- based on nearly two hundred specimens documented over the years by the Italian
Archaeological Mission in Pakistan -- reveals that the artistic value and theoretical foundations of these
sculptures are far more refined than we used to believe. Thus they partly fill a void in the history and,
moreover, start reducing the distance between the Uddiyana of the legend and the Uddiyana of real life,
where even long after the advent of Islam Tibetan pilgrims came in search of the holy homeland of
Vajrayana Buddhism and its apostles Indrabhuti and Padmasambhava.
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From reader reviews:

Rosa Johnson:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
That's why, you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to
take a go walking, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book eligible Art and
Landscape: Buddhist Rock Sculptures of Late Antique Swat/Uddiyana (Denkschriften Der Philosophisch-
Historischen Klasse)? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time
together with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have
some other opinion?

Thomas Deleon:

The book Art and Landscape: Buddhist Rock Sculptures of Late Antique Swat/Uddiyana (Denkschriften Der
Philosophisch-Historischen Klasse) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want.
So why must we leave a good thing like a book Art and Landscape: Buddhist Rock Sculptures of Late
Antique Swat/Uddiyana (Denkschriften Der Philosophisch-Historischen Klasse)? A number of you have a
different opinion about guide. But one aim that book can give many info for us. It is absolutely proper. Right
now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you could give for each
other; you are able to share all of these. Book Art and Landscape: Buddhist Rock Sculptures of Late Antique
Swat/Uddiyana (Denkschriften Der Philosophisch-Historischen Klasse) has simple shape however, you
know: it has great and large function for you. You can seem the enormous world by open up and read a book.
So it is very wonderful.

Audrey Spence:

Here thing why this particular Art and Landscape: Buddhist Rock Sculptures of Late Antique Swat/Uddiyana
(Denkschriften Der Philosophisch-Historischen Klasse) are different and trusted to be yours. First of all
examining a book is good but it depends in the content of computer which is the content is as tasty as food or
not. Art and Landscape: Buddhist Rock Sculptures of Late Antique Swat/Uddiyana (Denkschriften Der
Philosophisch-Historischen Klasse) giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find
any publication out there but there is no publication that similar with Art and Landscape: Buddhist Rock
Sculptures of Late Antique Swat/Uddiyana (Denkschriften Der Philosophisch-Historischen Klasse). It gives
you thrill reading through journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing which happened in the world
which is might be can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in recreation area,
café, or even in your way home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the printed book
maybe the form of Art and Landscape: Buddhist Rock Sculptures of Late Antique Swat/Uddiyana
(Denkschriften Der Philosophisch-Historischen Klasse) in e-book can be your substitute.



Sean Rusin:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many question for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book but novel and Art and Landscape: Buddhist Rock Sculptures
of Late Antique Swat/Uddiyana (Denkschriften Der Philosophisch-Historischen Klasse) or perhaps others
sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel would like to
read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those guides are
helping them to bring their knowledge. In different case, beside science e-book, any other book likes Art and
Landscape: Buddhist Rock Sculptures of Late Antique Swat/Uddiyana (Denkschriften Der Philosophisch-
Historischen Klasse) to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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