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James River Chiefdoms explores puzzling discrepancies between the ethnohistoric and archaeological
records of the Powhatan and Monacan societies Jamestown colonists met in 1607. The colonists described
the coastal Powhatans and the Monacans of the James River interior in terms that evoke the anthropological
notion of a chiefdom, but the Chesapeake region’s archaeological record lacks elements typically associated
with complex polities.
 
In an effort to account for these apparent incongruities, Martin D. Gallivan synthesizes ethnohistoric
accounts with the archaeology of thirty-five Native settlements dating from A.D. 1–1610 to identify and
illuminate social changes largely undetected by previous research. A comparative, quantitative analysis of
residential archaeology in the James River Valley highlights a rearrangement of daily practices within Native
villages between 1200 and 1500. James River villagers reorganized their domestic production, settlements,
and regional interactions to create new funds of power within social settings perched between communally
oriented cultural practices and exclusionary political strategies. During the early-seventeenth-century
colonial encounter, Native leaders were thus positioned to employ strategies that, for a time, eclipsed
communal decision-making structures in the Chesapeake.
 
James River Chiefdoms presents a novel perspective on an important chapter in the history of Native peoples
in eastern North America and on early colonial America. It offers an innovative interpretive approach to
Native American culture history and the emergence of hierarchical political organizations in the Americas.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Torres:

Inside other case, little men and women like to read book James River Chiefdoms: The Rise of Social
Inequality in the Chesapeake (Our Sustainable Future). You can choose the best book if you want reading a
book. As long as we know about how is important the book James River Chiefdoms: The Rise of Social
Inequality in the Chesapeake (Our Sustainable Future). You can add know-how and of course you can
around the world by the book. Absolutely right, since from book you can recognize everything! From your
country until eventually foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing it is
possible to know that. In this era, we could open a book or searching by internet system. It is called e-book.
You can utilize it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's learn.

Kenneth Harrell:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they are still students or it for all people in the world,
exactly what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that question above. Every person
has different personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't
wish do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book James River Chiefdoms: The Rise
of Social Inequality in the Chesapeake (Our Sustainable Future). All type of book could you see on many
methods. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Rudy Hendren:

The event that you get from James River Chiefdoms: The Rise of Social Inequality in the Chesapeake (Our
Sustainable Future) will be the more deep you rooting the information that hide into the words the more you
get interested in reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but James River Chiefdoms:
The Rise of Social Inequality in the Chesapeake (Our Sustainable Future) giving you excitement feeling of
reading. The article author conveys their point in selected way that can be understood simply by anyone who
read the item because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. That book also makes your
vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We recommend you for having this James River Chiefdoms: The Rise of Social Inequality in the
Chesapeake (Our Sustainable Future) instantly.

Phyllis Walters:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you will get
it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This James River Chiefdoms: The Rise of Social Inequality
in the Chesapeake (Our Sustainable Future) can give you a lot of pals because by you looking at this one
book you have thing that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be
one of a step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that probably your friend doesn't
recognize, by knowing more than additional make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let



me have James River Chiefdoms: The Rise of Social Inequality in the Chesapeake (Our Sustainable Future).
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