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Paul Lerner traces the intertwined histories of trauma and male hysteria in German society and psychiatry
and shows how these concepts were swept up into debates about Germany's national health, economic
productivity, and military strength in the years surrounding World War I. From a growing concern with
industrial accidents in the 1880s through the shell shock "epidemic" of the war, male hysteria seemed to
bespeak the failings of German masculinity. In response, psychiatrists struggled to turn male-hysterical
bodies into fit workers and loyal political subjects.

Medical approaches to trauma valorized work and productivity as standards of male health, and psychiatric
treatment?whether through hypnosis, electric current, or suggestion?concentrated on turning debilitated
soldiers into symptom-free workers. These concerns endured through the Weimar period, as "nervous
veterans" competed for disability compensation amid the republic's political crises and economic upheavals.

Hysterical Men shows how wartime psychiatry furthered the process of medical rationalization. Lerner views
this not as a precursor to the brutalities of Nazi-era psychiatry, but rather as characteristic of a more general
medicalized modernity. The author asserts, however, that psychiatry's continual skepticism toward trauma
resonated powerfully with the radical right's celebration of war and violence and its supposedly salutary
effects on men and nations.
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From reader reviews:

David Wolverton:

Throughout other case, little individuals like to read book Hysterical Men: War, Psychiatry, and the Politics
of Trauma in Germany, 1890-1930 (Cornell Studies in the History of Psychiatry). You can choose the best
book if you'd prefer reading a book. So long as we know about how is important a book Hysterical Men:
War, Psychiatry, and the Politics of Trauma in Germany, 1890-1930 (Cornell Studies in the History of
Psychiatry). You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely
right, since from book you can recognize everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad
you will be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we can
easily open a book or searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel bored
to go to the library. Let's learn.

Stanley Hanson:

The particular book Hysterical Men: War, Psychiatry, and the Politics of Trauma in Germany, 1890-1930
(Cornell Studies in the History of Psychiatry) has a lot details on it. So when you read this book you can get
a lot of help. The book was published by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research just before
write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can get the point easily after looking over this book.

Mary Jones:

The reason? Because this Hysterical Men: War, Psychiatry, and the Politics of Trauma in Germany, 1890-
1930 (Cornell Studies in the History of Psychiatry) is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting
for you to snap this but latter it will distress you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book adjacent to
it was fantastic author who else write the book in such incredible way makes the content interior easier to
understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of
not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of gains
than the other book have got such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking means. So , still
want to hold up having that book? If I had been you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Ronnie Johnson:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is created or printed or illustrated from each source in which filled update of news. On
this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media social
just like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
in search of the Hysterical Men: War, Psychiatry, and the Politics of Trauma in Germany, 1890-1930
(Cornell Studies in the History of Psychiatry) when you needed it?
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