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Based on a James Beard award-winning article from a leading voice on the politics of agribusiness,
Tomatoland combines history, legend, passion for taste, and investigative reporting on modern agribusiness
and environmental issues into a revealing, controversial look at the tomato, the fruit we love so much that we
eat $4 billion-worth annually.

2012 IACP Award Winner in the Food Matters category

Supermarket produce sections bulging with a year-round supply of perfectly round, bright red-orange
tomatoes have become all but a national birthright. But in Tomatoland, which is based on his James Beard
Award-winning article, "The Price of Tomatoes," investigative food journalist Barry Estabrook reveals the
huge human and environmental cost of the $5 billion fresh tomato industry. Fields are sprayed with more
than one hundred different herbicides and pesticides. Tomatoes are picked hard and green and artificially
gassed until their skins acquire a marketable hue. Modern plant breeding has tripled yields, but has also
produced fruits with dramatically reduced amounts of calcium, vitamin A, and vitamin C, and tomatoes that
have fourteen times more sodium than the tomatoes our parents enjoyed. The relentless drive for low costs
has fostered a thriving modern-day slave trade in the United States. How have we come to this point?   

Estabrook traces the supermarket tomato from its birthplace in the deserts of Peru to the impoverished town
of Immokalee, Florida, a.k.a. the tomato capital of the United States. He visits the laboratories of seedsmen
trying to develop varieties that can withstand the rigors of agribusiness and still taste like a garden tomato,
and then moves on to commercial growers who operate on tens of thousands of acres, and eventually to a
hillside field in Pennsylvania, where he meets an obsessed farmer who produces delectable tomatoes for the
nation's top restaurants.

Throughout Tomatoland, Estabrook presents a who's who cast of characters in the tomato industry: the
avuncular octogenarian whose conglomerate grows one out of every eight tomatoes eaten in the United
States; the ex-Marine who heads the group that dictates the size, color, and shape of every tomato shipped
out of Florida; the U.S. attorney who has doggedly prosecuted human traffickers for the past decade; and the
Guatemalan peasant who came north to earn money for his parents' medical bills and found himself enslaved
for two years.

Tomatoland reads like a suspenseful whodunit as well as an expose of today's agribusiness systems and the
price we pay as a society when we take taste and thought out of our food purchases.
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From reader reviews:

James Cansler:

This Tomatoland: How Modern Industrial Agriculture Destroyed Our Most Alluring Fruit are generally
reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The main reason of this Tomatoland:
How Modern Industrial Agriculture Destroyed Our Most Alluring Fruit can be one of many great books you
must have will be giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed anyone with information that
maybe will shock your before knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it everywhere you go
and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed people. Beside that this Tomatoland: How
Modern Industrial Agriculture Destroyed Our Most Alluring Fruit forcing you to have an enormous of
experience like rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day
activity. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Allen Scheiber:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them friends and family
or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that is look different you
can read the book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all day
long to reading a guide. The book Tomatoland: How Modern Industrial Agriculture Destroyed Our Most
Alluring Fruit it is rather good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These were
enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy typically
the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not very costly but this
book offers high quality.

Mary Redus:

Exactly why? Because this Tomatoland: How Modern Industrial Agriculture Destroyed Our Most Alluring
Fruit is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap that but latter it will shock
you with the secret this inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who have write the book in
such amazing way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the
meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret
it. This amazing book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book have got such as help improving
your talent and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I had been you I
will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Terry Tatum:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, quick story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not hoping Tomatoland: How Modern
Industrial Agriculture Destroyed Our Most Alluring Fruit that give your satisfaction preference will be



satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the means for
people to know world considerably better then how they react toward the world. It can't be claimed
constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to be success
person. So , for every you who want to start studying as your good habit, you may pick Tomatoland: How
Modern Industrial Agriculture Destroyed Our Most Alluring Fruit become your personal starter.
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