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One of the leading poets and cultural icons of the 20th century, Stephen Spender was a prominent writer,
literary critic, and social commentator--and close friend of some of the best-know creative talents of his day.
Now, in this penetrating biography, John Sutherland paints a vivid portrait of Spender and of the glittering
literary world of which he was a part, drawing on exclusive access to Spender's private papers.
This briskly paced, compelling narrative illuminates the vast range of Spender's literary, political, and artistic
interests. We follow Spender from childhood to his days at Oxford (where he first became friends with W.H.
Auden, Christopher Isherwood, and Isaiah Berlin); to his meteoric rise as poet in the 1930s, while still in his
twenties; to his later years as cultural statesman, at home in both Britain and America. We witness many of
the century's defining moments through Spender's eyes: the Spanish Civil War, World War II, the Cold War,
the 1960s sexual revolution, and the rise of America as a cultural force. And along the way, we are
introduced to many of Spender's accomplished friends, including Dylan Thomas, Sylvia Plath, Cecil Day-
Lewis, Joseph Brodsky, Lucian Freud, George Orwell, Virginia Woolf, and T.S. Eliot. Perhaps most
important, Sutherland has been granted exclusive access to Spender's private papers by his wife Natasha
Spender. Thus he is able to provide a far more intimate look at the poet's personal life than has appeared in
previous biographies.
Featuring 36 unpublished photographs, Stephen Spender: A Literary Life throws light not only on this
supremely gifted writer, but also on the literary and social history of the twentieth century.
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From reader reviews:

Kenneth Allen:

Here thing why this particular Stephen Spender: A Literary Life are different and trusted to be yours. First of
all reading through a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of computer which is the content is
as yummy as food or not. Stephen Spender: A Literary Life giving you information deeper and different
ways, you can find any book out there but there is no e-book that similar with Stephen Spender: A Literary
Life. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing in which happened in the
world which is probably can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in recreation area,
café, or even in your means home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the branded book
maybe the form of Stephen Spender: A Literary Life in e-book can be your alternate.

Lenora Dryer:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Stephen Spender: A Literary Life, you are
able to enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh
can happen its mind hangout people. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Glenda Rogers:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, small story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not hoping Stephen Spender: A Literary
Life that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading behavior all over
the world can be said as the way for people to know world far better then how they react to the world. It can't
be explained constantly that reading routine only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to be
success person. So , for all you who want to start studying as your good habit, you may pick Stephen
Spender: A Literary Life become your personal starter.

Christopher McCormick:

This Stephen Spender: A Literary Life is fresh way for you who has interest to look for some information
given it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know
otherwise you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Stephen Spender: A Literary Life can be
the light food for yourself because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get through anyone.
These books create itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book
application form. People who think that in publication form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this
publication is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a book especially this one. You can find
actually looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book style for your better
life along with knowledge.
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