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While in the Mississippi State Archives tracking down Abbott Ferriss’s beautiful photographic portraits of
musicians from 1939, author Harry Bolick discovered, to his amazement, a treasure trove of earlier fiddle
tunes in manuscript form. Since then he has worked to understand how this collection came to exist and be
set aside. With Stephen T. Austin, Bolick has transcribed the subsequent 1939 audio recordings. Mississippi
Fiddle Tunes and Songs from the 1930s presents the history of the collecting work, with over three hundred
of the tunes and songs and a beautiful selection of period photographs.

In the summer of 1936, over one hundred fiddle tunes, many of them unique, along with thousands of songs,
were collected and notated throughout a large part of Mississippi. Roughly 130 novice field workers
captured beautiful tunes and tantalizing fragments. As a body of work, it is an unparalleled and fascinating
snapshot of vernacular music as heard in Mississippi in the early part of the recorded era. However, this
music was unpublished and forgotten.

In 1939, building on the contacts made three years earlier, Herbert Halpert led one of the last and best
executed of the WPA folklore projects which recorded audio performances in Mississippi. Some, but not all,
of those distinctive fiddle tune recordings have been published. Additionally through cassette tape copies
passed hand to hand, some of these distinctive tunes have regained currency and popularity among
contemporary fiddlers. In Mississippi Fiddle Tunes and Songs from the 1930s, this great music is at last
widely available.

Selected tunes in this book are available from Document Records.

Get Harry Bolick’s CD with 22 tunes from the book, more information, a video, and free downloads of the
sound files at www.mississippifiddle.com.
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From reader reviews:

Lena Drew:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different
content. As it is known to us that book is very important for all of us. The book Mississippi Fiddle Tunes and
Songs from the 1930s (American Made Music Series) seemed to be making you to know about other know-
how and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The e-book Mississippi
Fiddle Tunes and Songs from the 1930s (American Made Music Series) is not only giving you much more
new information but also for being your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your spend time to
read your reserve. Try to make relationship together with the book Mississippi Fiddle Tunes and Songs from
the 1930s (American Made Music Series). You never experience lose out for everything in case you read
some books.

Linda Williams:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive currently, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice by
means of surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a reserve your ability to survive raise then having chance to endure than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading the book, we give you this particular Mississippi Fiddle Tunes
and Songs from the 1930s (American Made Music Series) book as nice and daily reading guide. Why,
because this book is usually more than just a book.

Raymond Floyd:

The book untitled Mississippi Fiddle Tunes and Songs from the 1930s (American Made Music Series)
contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains her idea with easy means. The language is very
easy to understand all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was compiled by
famous author. The author brings you in the new time of literary works. It is easy to read this book because
you can keep reading your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a
situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open up their official web-site along with order it. Have a
nice study.

Irving Tarkington:

Many people said that they feel weary when they reading a guide. They are directly felt this when they get a
half regions of the book. You can choose the book Mississippi Fiddle Tunes and Songs from the 1930s
(American Made Music Series) to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of
reading talent is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy you
just read it and mingle the feeling about book and examining especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to
like to open up a book and read it. Beside that the book Mississippi Fiddle Tunes and Songs from the 1930s



(American Made Music Series) can to be your brand-new friend when you're experience alone and confuse
with what must you're doing of that time.
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