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"Jacoby accomplishes her task with clarity, thoroughness, and an engaging passion."
 -Los Angeles Times Book Review

At a time when the separation of church and state is under attack as never before, Freethinkers offers a
powerful defense of the secularist heritage that gave Americans the first government in the world founded
not on the authority of religion but on the bedrock of human reason. In impassioned, elegant prose,
celebrated author Susan Jacoby traces more than two hundred years of secularist activism, beginning with
the fierce debate over the omission of God from the Constitution. Moving from nineteenth-century
abolitionism and suffragism through the twentieth century's civil liberties, civil rights, and feminist
movements, Freethinkers illuminates the neglected achievements of secularists who, allied with tolerant
believers, have led the battle for reform in the past and today.

Rich with such iconic figures as Thomas Jefferson, Abraham Lincoln, Thomas Paine, and the once-famous
Robert Green Ingersoll, Freethinkers restores to history the passionate humanists who struggled against those
who would undermine the combination of secular government and religious liberty that is the glory of the
American system.
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From reader reviews:

Ismael Black:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for us to
know everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or even goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is actually reading a book. Consider the person who don't
like examining a book? Sometime, individual feel need book when they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you will need this Freethinkers: A History of American Secularism.

David Wolverton:

The book Freethinkers: A History of American Secularism make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You
need to use to make your capable more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting tension
or having big problem using your subject. If you can make examining a book Freethinkers: A History of
American Secularism to get your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your capable, increase
your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You may know everything if you like available and read a guide
Freethinkers: A History of American Secularism. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science reserve or
encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Jesus Thresher:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their reader with their story or
perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the textbooks. But also they write about advantage
about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try to
improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some study before they write with their book. One of
them is this Freethinkers: A History of American Secularism.

Kevin Blais:

Reading a book for being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to learn a book. When you
examine a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your
knowledge, since book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what
forms of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your study, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this sort of us novel,
comics, and also soon. The Freethinkers: A History of American Secularism provide you with new
experience in looking at a book.
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