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Students and the public routinely consult various published college rankings to assess the quality of colleges
and universities and easily compare different schools. However, many institutions have responded to the
rankings in ways that benefit neither the schools nor their students. In Engines of Anxiety, sociologists
Wendy Espeland and Michael Sauder delve deep into the mechanisms of law school rankings, which have
become a top priority within legal education. Based on a wealth of observational data and over 200 in-depth
interviews with law students, university deans, and other administrators, they show how the scramble for
high rankings has affected the missions and practices of many law schools.

Engines of Anxiety tracks how rankings, such as those published annually by the U.S. News & World Report,
permeate every aspect of legal education, beginning with the admissions process. The authors find that
prospective law students not only rely heavily on such rankings to evaluate school quality, but also
internalize rankings as expressions of their own abilities and flaws. For example, they often view rejections
from “first-tier” schools as a sign of personal failure. The rankings also affect the decisions of admissions
officers, who try to balance admitting diverse classes with preserving the school’s ranking, which is
dependent on factors such as the median LSAT score of the entering class. Espeland and Sauder find that law
schools face pressure to admit applicants with high test scores over lower-scoring candidates who possess
other favorable credentials.

Engines of Anxiety also reveals how rankings have influenced law schools’ career service departments.
Because graduates’ job placements play a major role in the rankings, many institutions have shifted their
career-services resources toward tracking placements, and away from counseling and network-building. In
turn, law firms regularly use school rankings to recruit and screen job candidates, perpetuating a cycle in
which highly ranked schools enjoy increasing prestige. As a result, the rankings create and reinforce a rigid
hierarchy that penalizes lower-tier schools that do not conform to the restrictive standards used in the
rankings. The authors show that as law schools compete to improve their rankings, their programs become
more homogenized and less accessible to non-traditional students.

The ranking system is considered a valuable resource for learning about more than 200 law schools. Yet,
Engines of Anxiety shows that the drive to increase a school’s rankings has negative consequences for
students, educators, and administrators and has implications for all educational programs that are quantified
in similar ways.
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From reader reviews:

Jeraldine Thurman:

Book is usually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A book Engines of Anxiety: Academic Rankings,
Reputation, and Accountability will make you to always be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if
you can know about almost everything. But some of you think that will open or reading a book make you
bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or suited
book with you?

Thomas Berg:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or their
very own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic inside
the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different
to fill your current free time/ holiday? May be reading a book may be option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to attempt
look for book, may be the e-book untitled Engines of Anxiety: Academic Rankings, Reputation, and
Accountability can be fine book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Richard Reardon:

This Engines of Anxiety: Academic Rankings, Reputation, and Accountability is great publication for you
because the content that is full of information for you who else always deal with world and get to make
decision every minute. That book reveal it data accurately using great organize word or we can claim no
rambling sentences inside. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean
it only provides you with straight forward sentences but hard core information with splendid delivering
sentences. Having Engines of Anxiety: Academic Rankings, Reputation, and Accountability in your hand
like getting the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no publication that
offer you world within ten or fifteen tiny right but this reserve already do that. So , this really is good reading
book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt this?

Joseph Boyd:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many concern for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people
likes looking at, not only science book and also novel and Engines of Anxiety: Academic Rankings,
Reputation, and Accountability or maybe others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how
the fantastic a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher as
well as students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to add their knowledge. In other case, beside



science publication, any other book likes Engines of Anxiety: Academic Rankings, Reputation, and
Accountability to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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