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This volume is a collection of Leslie Stephen's essays, previously published in various magazines and
reviews, on the subject of the loss of credibility of theology and the question of how we should react to its
demise. In the first essay "An Apology for Agnosticism" Stephen argues from the contradictory utterances of
those who profess to be in possession of theological knowledge to the conclusion that the "mysteries" are and
will remain beyond our ken. In "The Scepticism of Believers" Stephen turns the arguments of the theologians
against themselves - a writer like Mansel, for example, is, he insists, just a sceptic in disguise. The next
essay, "Dreams and Realities", likens the whole fabric of dogmatic Christianity to a dream, a product of
Man's hopes and fantasies rather than of his reason or experience. In Newman's "Theory of Belief" Stephen
comes to grips with a worthy adversary, perhaps the ablest of the contemporary Christian apologists.
Newman's position, Stephen admits, is hard to assail, but equally impossible to confirm. "Poisonous
Opinions" discusses the question of tolerance, with special reference to the views expressed in Mill's classic
"On Liberty". The collection ends with "The Religion of all Sensible Men", in which Stephen
characteristically advocates plain speech in matters of religion, and admits that his agnosticism is never
likely to become a popular creed, capable of satisfying the emotional needs of mankind at large.
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From reader reviews:

Cindy Moats:

The book Agnostic's Apology and Other Essays (Philosophical works of Leslie Stephen) can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave a good thing like a book
Agnostic's Apology and Other Essays (Philosophical works of Leslie Stephen)? A few of you have a
different opinion about book. But one aim which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely correct.
Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you could give for each
other; you may share all of these. Book Agnostic's Apology and Other Essays (Philosophical works of Leslie
Stephen) has simple shape but you know: it has great and large function for you. You can appear the
enormous world by wide open and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Aurelio Ashley:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be revise about what going on or information even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era that is always change and make progress. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming
to a person is you don't know which you should start with. This Agnostic's Apology and Other Essays
(Philosophical works of Leslie Stephen) is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, as this
book serves what you want and need in this era.

Carl Johnson:

As a student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or make
summary for some book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's spirit or real their
pastime. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring as well as can't see colorful
pics on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we know that on
this time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore this Agnostic's Apology and Other Essays (Philosophical works of Leslie Stephen) can make you
feel more interested to read.

Kaye Reynolds:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is prepared or printed or illustrated from each source in which filled update of
news. In this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media
social such as newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
searching for the Agnostic's Apology and Other Essays (Philosophical works of Leslie Stephen) when you
essential it?
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